There is no fact more striking in the annals of medicine than the rapid strides towards perfection which have been made in the domain of Ophthalmology within less than the last half century; and it may be justly affirmed that the most important epoch in its jiistory dates from the foundation of the Imperial School of Vienna. Austria has the merit not only of having been the first to establish an academy for the advancement of ophthalmic science, but of having based it on liberal and rational principles; and, among a people so distinguished for zeal and industry, no sooner was an impulse given, than men, alike distinguished as sagacious observers and faithful interpreters of nature, succeeded not only in raising from ignominious abasement this department of science, but in imparting to it a degree of precision, and advancing it to a pitch of perfection, which no other branch of the healing art can even yet be said to have reached. Schmidt In the present Article we purpose to pass in review a few of the works on diseases of the eye which have been gradually accumulating on our hands, noticing, at any length, such matters only as appear particularly interesting or are of much practical utility.
Comprising, as it does, all the organic textures distributed throughout the body, besides some peculiar to itself, as the cornea, iris, choroid, and retina, the eye has been truly represented as a sort of miniature or recapitulation of the whole animal fabric. Thus, for example, the osseous system is present in the bony shell of the orbit; the dermoid system, in the palpebral integument; the mucous, in the conjunctiva and lachrymal apparatus; the serous, in the cornea, in the choroid, iris, lens, and hyaloid membrane; the fibrous, in the sclerotic, the sheath of the optic nerves, and periorbital investment; the vascular, in the arteries, veins, and more especially in the choroid; the muscular, in the muscles of the eyelids, eyeball, lachrymal organs, and, according to some authors, in the iris; the glandular, in the conjunctiva, the meibomian follicles, the lachrymal gland and caruncles; lastly, the nervous system, in the ophthalmic nerves and retina. father, who was a very large man. She fell upon her father, and was taken up without any mark of injury: she was however dreadfully alarmed, and soon after attacked with a violent fit of hysteria: several hours elapsed before she could be roused from this under the use of the ordinary treatment, by stimuli, anti-spasmodics, &c. She then complained of excessive headach, with giddiness, confused vision, and heat of head; the stomach was irritable; she suffered from great mental depression, and could not procure sleep. Whilst in this state her medical attendant (believing that she had received some concussion of brain by her fall) bled her: she fainted after the loss of about eight ounces of blood, and remained a long time in a condition approaching syncope. In a few hours afterwards her previous symptoms were renewed and became much aggravated, the headach almost intolerable, the depression excessive, and the affection of vision increased, so that in forty-eight hours after the venesection she could not discern light. A few hours after the amaurosis was complete, she was brought to me, still labouring under the symptoms last mentioned; but, in addition, I found her pallid, with cold extremities, and a quick, feeble, and easily compressible pulse: the result of the abstraction of blood was sufficiently indicative of the nature of the affection, and to prove its asthenic character. I directed perfect quiet, the recumbent posture, small portions of nutritious matter to be given frequently, ten drops of the vinum ferri to be taken in weak wine and water every four hours, and an occasional dose of the compound decoction of aloes with manna, and a few drops of aromatic spirit of ammonia as an aperient. In forty-eight hours from the time I prescribed for her, her symptoms were greatly mitigated, and she began to perceive light again; she soon recovered her ordinary condition of health, and lost her headach, feeling of depression, &c., but the functions of the retina returned very gradually; so that several weeks elapsed before she could tell the letters in the title-page of a common octavo work; being so far restored, I lost all knowledge of her for several months, when she was again brought to me nearly in the same state as when I first saw her: her father had failed in business, and she had suffered much from anxiety and privation, and had neglected all treatment. I put her under the same plan of treatment again, gradually increasing the dose of steel, and occasionally varying the form of medicine: her health was rapidly re-established, and a very slow improvement took place in vision ; butafter many months' careful perseverance in the above means she obtained only sufficient vision to be able to make out a large print. I subsequently tried blistering, electricity, galvanism, and strychnine, but without any further benefit." (P. 102 and we once more earnestly recommend it to the attention of the student.
